	





	
	WHS girls’ soccer falls to Kickapoo, wind
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SPRINGFIELD - It’s difficult enough to contend with area-power Springfield Kickapoo.

Add to that a battle with the weather and it proved too much for the Waynesville High School girls’ soccer team.

The Lady Tigers suffered their first defeat of the season on Tuesday, getting blown away - literally - by the Kickapoo Lady Chiefs 3-1 in the Ozark Conference opener for both teams.

Waynesville falls to 5-1 overall and Kickapoo is now 1-2.

Kickapoo won the opening coin flip and elected to start the game with the 25-per-hour wind to its backs.

The Lady Chiefs used that first-half wind advantage to net two goals in the final 10 minutes of the half — from Mallory Williams and Katy McLain — and take a 2-0 lead into intermission. McLain’s shot came from 30 yards out.

Playing from behind, the Lady Tigers simply couldn’t return the favor against the Lady Chiefs’ defensive pressure despite having the wind edge in the second half.

“Kickapoo made us play a pace we have not had to play at all year,” said WHS head coach Josh Scott. “With their pressure we made some mistakes. Kickapoo converted two of those mistakes into goals; their other goal was just a perfect shot.

“Our schedule the rest of the year is pretty tough; we have to find a way to eliminate the mistakes we made (on Tuesday) for success the rest of the year.”

Eight minutes into the second half Paige Blotter scored unassisted, putting Kickapoo up 3-0.

Waynesville’s lone goal came midway through the second half on a breakaway by junior midfielder Katie Pritchard.

Kickapoo also won the junior varsity game 5-0. The WHS jayvee squad falls to 1-2.

The Lady Tigers are scheduled to play today, hosting Springfield Hillcrest in another league game on the Anderson Soccer Field at Tiger Pride Park. The jayvee game is to begin at 4:30 p.m. with the varsity contest to follow.

	

	
	


