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Pritchard named to Class 2 All-State Team for third straight year
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Waynesville all-state soccer player Katie Pritchard.

Dave Roberts

A look at the statistics indicates Katie Pritchard didn’t have as good a girls’ soccer junior season as she did as a sophomore.

Pritchard is a perfect example of how stats can be extremely misleading.

And that wasn’t lost on the high school soccer coaches around the state.

Leading the Waynesville High School girls’ soccer team to its finest season ever, Pritchard was selected to the Missouri Class 2 All-State Team for the third consecutive season. Pritchard was an honorable mention selection as a midfielder this spring.

The all-state team is selected by the Missouri Soccer Coaches Association.
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This season Pritchard topped the region in scoring with 33 goals and seven assists for 73 points. She was named the offensive player of the year in both the region and district.

However, those totals were far lower than the school-record 53 goals and 111 total points she posted as a sophomore in 2006, a season in which she earned all-state second-team honors.

“This year was a lot more special,” Pritchard said. “It was a lot more fun. We stepped up our schedule and that forced us to play better.”

First-year Lady Tiger head coach Josh Scott says Pritchard’s numbers may have been down, but she was better than ever in ’07. And he says people can point a finger at him for his star scorer’s numbers being down.

First off Scott toughened up the Lady Tiger schedule and that, in turn, helped transform the squad into one of the top-ranked units in the Southwest Missouri Region. Waynesville finished with a program-best 17-5 record this past spring and shared the Ozark Conference with Springfield Glendale. Of Waynesville’s five losses, four came by one goal.

Also, Scott simply wouldn’t let Pritchard score meaningless goals in blowout wins.

“The numbers mean nothing,” Scott said. “Katie could have scored 50 goals again if I would have let her. I wouldn’t let her score more than three goals in a game. And she scored in every game but two. Plus, the competition was better.”

“I definitely felt my play was better (this spring) because we played better as a team,” Pritchard said. “If you don’t win the big games, it doesn’t mean anything.”

Scott saw Pritchard from the opposite sideline when he was an assistant coach at Rolla before coming to Waynesville. And he says there are things about Pritchard’s game he didn’t realize until this spring.

“No. 1 is her ability to hit the ball left- or right-footed,” Scott said. “She’s pretty much equal footed and I didn’t know that when I became coach here. No. 2 I don’t think her confidence level is where it should be as an athlete yet.

“She’s a very unassuming kid. Katie’s a great kid and would never say, ‘Watch me’ or ‘Look at me do this,’ when on the field maybe she should. She has the ability to take a game over. I’d like to see her do that more often.”

The Lady Tigers return 10 of 11 starters next season. And as the squad continues to improve, Scott says Pritchard will continue to get even better as a player.

“When our team was winning balls our opponents, in turn, had to find Katie,” Scott said. “I think we did a fine job of that. And her speed, when she gets the ball until she finishes, is amazing. People can’t defend speed.”

Pritchard is also the leading scorer for the Waynesville High girls’ basketball team, which made huge strides as well and ended up winning the district tournament championship and advance to the Class 5 Sectional playoffs during the 2006-07 campaign.

This summer Pritchard said she may continue playing for her club soccer team, Carrera of Columbia. Then she will begin thinking about possible collegiate opportunities…and what sport to choose at the next level.

“I have no idea right now,” she said of college. “I like playing both basketball and soccer. It’s going to be hard.”

	

	
	


