Next step must wait; Lady Tiger soccer upset by Rolla in semis
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	Photo by Dave Roberts Junior Lauren Kelly of the Waynesville High School girls’ soccer team in action Wednesday during Missouri Class 2 District 11 Tournament semifinal play against Rolla.


Dave Roberts

ROLLA - That next step is going to have to wait at least another year.

The second-seeded Waynesville High School girls’ soccer team, in the midst of its finest season in program history, was hoping to take a step it has never reached - the district championship game.

	


It didn’t happen, as both the Lady Tigers and top-seeded Springfield Glendale were upset victims in Missouri Class 2 District 11 Tournament semifinal play Wednesday night at the Bray Sports Complex in Rolla.

Waynesville fell behind 2-0 at halftime and ended up losing to third-seeded Rolla 2-1. In the other semifinal game fourth-seeded Lebanon upended Glendale 1-0.

Host Rolla was to meet Lebanon last night in the Class 11 Tournament championship game.

Rolla was attempting to win its ninth district championship in 10 years.

The winner of the District 11 Tournament will meet the District 12 champion at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 22 in Class 2 Sectional action at the Cooper Soccer Complex in Springfield.

The sectional survivors will move on to Class 2 Quarterfinal play against either the District 9 or District 10 champion at 2 p.m. May 26 at the University of Missouri-Rolla soccer field.

It was the 11th consecutive district championship game for the Rolla Lady Bulldogs, who sported a 13-10-2 record and had a seven-game unbeaten streak after Wednesday’s result.

The RHS win avenged a 3-0 Ozark Conference defeat at the hands of Waynesville last month in Waynesville.

Waynesville, which shared the Ozark Conference championship with Glendale, ends the season with a 17-5 overall record. Of those five losses, four came by one goal.

“It was a good year,” said first-year WHS head coach Josh Scott, who served as Rolla’s assistant coach the previous five years. “We were 17-5 and lost four games through weather. But our goal was not to get to the semifinals or 17 wins. We’re upset we didn’t reach our goals. We start the off-season on June 5. We’ll take a couple of weeks off to regroup and then try to work towards the first district championship for the program.

“We need to take the next step.”

The Rolla-Waynesville game was a scoreless battle on Wednesday until the Lady Bulldogs put up two goals late in the first half.

The first goal came on a corner kick from Rolla senior Calli Collier.

And in the final minutes of the first half Lady Bulldog freshman Jaclyn Standfast took a pass from junior Kaitlin Bramel and smashed in the goal from 30 yards out.

Waynesville all-state junior midfielder Katie Pritchard quickly tightened things up early in the second half when she weaved past several RHS defenders and fired in a pretty goal to make it 2-1.

“We got some good energy from that (goal) for the next 15 minutes,” Scott said. “At that point you’ve got to try to do everything you can to put them away. To Rolla’s credit, they were able to hold off our pressure.”

The rest of the game was scoreless, although Rolla had several scoring opportunities it just missed on.

Waynesville’s best chance at tying the score failed when Pritchard’s shot was stopped with about three minutes remaining.

“Waynesville is a very well-coached team and we are happy to be playing for a chance to win a district championship,” said RHS head coach Mike Howard.

“It’s exactly what we expected from Rolla,” Scott said. “It wasn’t the second goal that bothered me as much as the first one. We talked all week about corner kicks. Calli’s deadly on corner kicks. That second goal was just a great shot.”

