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WHS girls get past improved Ozark soccer squad, 3-2
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Above, senior defender Alyssa Longcor of the Waynesville High School girls’ soccer team chases down the ball during Tuesday’s non-conference game against Ozark. At right, WHS senior midfielder Tash Lord, left, battles with Ozark’s Megan Stodden for possession. Waynesville held off Ozark, 3-2. 

Dave Roberts

With Tom Davidson now on board as head coach, many predicted that the Ozark High School girls’ soccer team would quickly become a factor in southwest Missouri this spring.

It appears that is exactly the case.

The Waynesville High School girls’ soccer squad had their hands full with Ozark on Tuesday at Anderson Field.

After a scoreless first half Waynesville finally got its offense going and posted a 3-2 non-conference victory.

Davidson built the Springfield Kickapoo boys’ and girls’ soccer squads into state powers over the past several years. Davidson resigned at Kickapoo following the 2006-07 school year to take over the Ozark program. Now, he seems to be doing the same thing at Ozark.
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“That’s a very different Ozark team than the one we played last year,” said WHS head coach Josh Scott. “Coach Davidson has them very organized.”

Waynesville broke the scoreless deadlock seven minutes into the second half, as senior forward Katie Pritchard scored unassisted.

WHS made it 2-0 when senior midfielder Tash Lord took a pass from senor midfielder Lauren Kelly and scored the goal.

With 18 minutes left Ozark trimmed the Waynesville lead to 2-1 when sophomore Megan Gunnels tallied a goal.

However, Waynesville quickly regained its two-goal edge when junior midfielder Erica Combs scored a goal off Pritchard’s assist.

With nine minutes remaining Ozark scored on an own-goal, as the ball was deflected off a WHS defender into the net.

Senior Crystal Hutchinson got the victory in goal for Waynesville, now 2-0.

Ozark won the junior varsity game 3-0.

The WHS jayvee squad falls to 1-1.

WHS had been scheduled to play at Jefferson City last night and is to host Washington today at Anderson Field, with jayvee action starting at 5 p.m. with the varsity contest to follow.


	


