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Erica Combs, right, of the Waynesville High School girls’ basketball team in action during a game against Rolla earlier this week. Combs scored a goal on Thursday to help the Lady Tigers defeat Ozark Conference foe Lebanon, 3-1.
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And then there was one.

The Waynesville High School girls’ soccer team became the lone squad left unbeaten in Ozark Conference play on Thursday night, as the Lady Tigers knocked off Lebanon 3-1 on the road.

The victory upped Waynesville, the No. 1-ranked team in the Southwest Missouri Region, to 10-0 overall and 6-0 in the conference. Lebanon fell to 7-3 overall and 4-1 in the league.

It proved to be an emotional game for the Lebanon Lady Yellow Jackets. Not only was Lebanon playing to stay in first place in the league race, but the Jackets were also playing the school that their head coach will be going to in the 2008-09 season.

Lebanon head coach Mike Gow last month was hired to replace Josh Scott as Waynesville girls’ soccer head coach next school year, when Scott becomes the WHS Athletic Director.

Waynesville took a 1-0 led when senior forward Katie Pritchard scored on a penalty kick. That 1-0 Lady Tiger edge held for the halftime score.
Twelve minutes into the second half Lebanon tied the score 1-1.

Junior midfielder Erica Combs gave WHS the lead for good with a goal, assisted by junior defender Orielle Thomas. Pritchard scored another goal later in the second half that was assisted by both senior midfielder Tash Lord and Combs. Senior Crystal Hutchinson was in goal for the Lady Tigers.

“I was real proud of the way the back four and Crystal handled the pressure,” Scott said. “They are playing as a unit. “Combs made a great goal one a one-time effort and Pritchard had a great individual effort (on her second goal).”

Waynesville won the junior varsity game 1-0. Kara Heath scored the Lady Tiger jayvee goal. Tiffany Robertson and Annalisa Davis shared time in goal for the WHS jayvee squad, now 3-4-1.

On Friday and Saturday the Waynesville varsity and jayvee squads are both scheduled to be active in tournaments. The WHS varsity squad will compete in the West Plains Zizzer Tournament. The Lady Tigers will meet Cape Girardeau Central at 5 p.m. today and then play a pair of games on Saturday. The tournament field will include Moberly, ranked No. 9 in the Class 2 state poll, and St. Louis Notre Dame, ranked No. 6 in the Class 1 poll.
The WHS jayvee team is to host the Waynesville Jayvee Tournament. Waynesville is to play Richland at 8 p.m. tonight and then play two more games Saturday.
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