Lord signs to play women’s soccer at SBU
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Waynesville High School senior standout Tash Lord, seated center, signs a national letter of intent to attend and play women’s soccer at Southwest Baptist University. Also seated are Tash’s parents, Susanne and Jim Lord. Standing, from left, are WHS girls’ soccer head coach Josh Scott and WHS Athletic Director John Morrison.
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Southwest Baptist University women’s soccer head coach Benjamin Wade got one look at Tash Lord in a practice session and decided her physical style of play would fit in nicely with his squad.

A couple of days later, Lord officially became a SBU Bearcat.
Lord has signed a national letter of intent to attend and play soccer at the school, located in Bolivar.

Earlier this month Lord had no idea where she was going to attend college. She had considered Missouri Southern was didn’t think it was a good fit. She liked Missouri Science & Technology, but the Rolla school didn’t have the accredited degree program she was interested in.

It was getting very late in the spring when Lord went to a tryout with the SBU squad earlier this month. Wade liked what he saw and quickly moved to bring Lord in.
“I like the school because it’s little,” said Lord, who plans to major in business at SBU. “And the girls were really nice there.”

Lord has been a four-year starter in the midfield for the Waynesville Lady Tigers, and the past two years has helped WHS win the Ozark Conference championship.
This past season Waynesville finished 17-5 overall before being upset by host Lebanon in the semifinals of the district tournament.

Lord has been a key contributor throughout her WHS soccer career. This spring she had nine goals and 17 assists. And for her Lady Tiger career Lord has totaled 74 assists, putting her in a three-way tie for third place all-time in Missouri high school girls’ soccer career assists.

In addition to her high school playing career, Lord has played on local club teams and for the past two years played for the Carrera Peak Performance club team out of Columbia, Mo.

“Tash has an extreme amount of ability,” said WHS soccer head coach Josh Scott. “She can make any college team better. Her best asset is her athletic ability; she’s a pretty athletic kid.”

Southwest Baptist is a NCAA Division II program that competes in the tough Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletic Association (MIAA).

This past season SBU finished 9-8-3 overall, including an 8-5-1 league mark – good enough for fourth place in the MIAA standings.

Wade has been busy adding players during the off-season for next fall’s campaign.
Earlier this week the Bearcats announced the signing of Camdenton’s Blaire Baker as well as two players from the Welsh National Team – freshmen Nicola Cousins and Terrence Beddows.

Also during the off-season the Bearcats have picked up internationals Kelly Isaac, a midfielder from Rhondda Cynon Taff in South Wales, and forward Rhiane Mitchell from England.

Other recent recruit additions are Jennifer Tenholder from Jackson, Mo., Alexandria Schreiber from Derby High School (Kan.), goalkeeper Mary Pearl from McNeil High School (Texas) and forward Jamilla Henry, who was the nation’s second-leading scorer four years ago at Lassen Junior College before leaving school to play international soccer.

Wade feels Lord can compete with the newcomers well and battle for a starting position. Extremely strong, Lord also adds top-flight speed to present a matchup problem for many in the midfield.

“(Wade) said I could be in the top 18; I have a chance at a starting spot,” Lord said. “He said he didn’t know who would be playing. He said he needs a left midfielder and a right back.

“One of the things the coach really liked was my physical style of play.”Related Stories
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