Irish win 3-0
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Waynesville senior midfielder Orielle Thomas about to blow by a Springfield Catholic defender during Tuesday night’s game at Slaughter Field.
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WAYNESVILLE—It poured during the closing minutes of the junior varsity game, and it poured—even hailed some—during all of the warmups before the Waynesville Lady Tigers’ game with Class 1 No. 1 Springfield Catholic on Tuesday.
After the rain stopped, and a 20-minute lightning delay, the top-ranked Fighting Irish (now 15-3) shut out the Lady Tigers 3-0 at Slaughter Field.
“I guess that’s why they’re the top teem in Class 1,” said WHS coach Mike Gow, who saw his team outmatched by the Irish for much of the game.
 The Lady Tigers (4-14) played well through the rain and before the delay, getting two nice chances from senior Orielle Thomas in the first fifteen minutes of play.
But after the delay, which came with 15:30 in the first half, the Irish attack stepped up.
Catholic’s Bekah Bade scored the first goal of the game with 2:12 left in the half.
They didn’t score their second until nearly halfway into the second half. Erin FitzGerald shot a long ball that was a bit too high for Lady Tiger goalkeeper Alicia Cook.
Catholic’s Natalie Smid scored the final Irish goal with 14:13 to play to make the final score 3-0.
The Lady Tigers offensive troubles—a theme this season—hurt them once again. They also seemed to slow down in the second half. Gow didn’t like the pace.
“A few girls need to give it their all the entire game,” he said. “We just need to play our best for the entire 80 minutes, we’d be a lot better off.”
He liked that senior Lynette Newcomb and freshman Sarah Dowling both gave maximum effort.
“Lynette came out to play tonight, she did great,” Gow said. “And Sarah gave 100-percent the entire time she was on the field. That’s what we need to see.”
In the junior varsity game, the Irish beat the Tigers by a score of 2-0.
The Lady Tigers have one final regular season contest Thursday at Nixa. The JV  game begins at 4:30 p.m.
Then, starting Saturday, Slaughter Field will play host to the Class 3 District 10 tournament this year, and seeds have already been announced.
Jefferson City takes the top seed, while Rolla is No. 2, Camdenton No. 3, Lebanon No. 4 and Waynesville No. 5.
Games begin on Saturday at noon when the Lady Tigers face the Lady Jackets (12-7-1).
“That’s the game we need to worry about,” Gow said. “That’s the season.”
The winner of that game will play Jeff City (10-10-1) at 5:30 p.m. on Monday. Rolla (11-6-3) will take on Camdenton (16-4) following that game.
The championship game will be on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Fighting Irish   1    2  —  3
Lady Tigers      0    0  —  0

First half—Catholic, Bekah Bade 1, 2:12. 
Second half — Catholic, Erin FitzGerald 1 (Andrea Parker), 21:04. Catholic, Natalie Smid 1 (FitzGerald), 14:13.

Totals (unofficial)
Shots on goal — Catholic 7, Waynesville 2.
Corners — Catholic 5, Waynesville 1.
Saves — Catholic, Rachel Scott 2; Waynesville, Alicia Cook 4.
Cards — Waynesville, Erica Combs, yellow (5:56 2nd).

